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Summer 2008  

An oil change is an oil change, right?  
Well, that all depends on where you get it 
done, and by whom.  We understand that it 
is sometimes more convenient to go to a 
ten minute lube center or to do it yourself, 
but we feel that the benefits of getting your 
oil changed at Al Huss’ Auto are many.  
We take pride in inspecting your car thor-
oughly, looking at the belts, hoses, check-
ing air pressure on tires, checking front 
brakes (rear during a tire rotation), topping 
off fluids, grease chassis, check tire wear, 
check battery efficiency, exhaust system, 
ball joints, tie rod ends and all brake and 
signal lights.  Our oil changes may take a 
few minutes longer, but we feel that you 
are getting a great value for your money, 
because we care! 

If high gas prices have gotten you down, 
here are three money saving tips: 
 
1. Check your tire pressure. 
2. Check the engine and emissions 

systems. 
3. Keep a close eye on the air filter. 
 
These tips for saving gas have been 
presented by the Car Care Council, who 
reminds you that routine maintenance and 
repairs will save you down the road. 
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What’s Inside 
 
· The value of a good oil change 
· Keep your gas tank full—it’s worth it! 
· Benefits for regular checks “Under the 

Hood” 
· Gas saving tips 
· Summer humor—a bus ride 
· Super Summer Specials 

For safety, good performance and optimal gas mileage you must take care of 
your tires.  Everything is riding on the health of your tires, and you cannot afford 
to have them be anything but in perfect shape.  Every time you come for an oil 
change, one of the first things we do during the inspection is check the tires.  
One very important thing that is often overlooked (at some places) is tire pres-
sure.  Driving on any tire that does not have the correct pressure is dangerous.  
An underinflated tire builds up excessive heat that may result in sudden tire destruction.  
Overinflating tires will reduce rolling resistance slightly, but it is not an effective way to save 
fuel since it messes up a lot of other things.  Overinflated tires are like bombs waiting to ex-
plode.  Even tires that are not  extremely overinflated have a negative effect on handling, 
stopping distance and tread wear since their contact patch is smaller than it should be. This 
can result in accidents--especially in inclement weather or when sudden stops or lane 

�	�����������������������	�����������������������	�����������������������	����������������������� ���



 

changes are required.  So, check your tire’s pres-
sure at least once a month—it will also help with 
getting better gas mileage! 
Another thing we check for is tire wear.  Driving 
on a damage tire or wheel can be dangerous.  If 
there is excessive tread wear or other obvious 
cosmetic bulging or cupping it may time for some 
new tires.  If your vehicle feels like it is pulling a 
little to the right or left it may have something to 
do with your tires.  Rotating your tires is another 
service we offer here, but if you are having un-
even tire wear it may  also mean that your vehicle 
needs an alignment. 
In short, many of the cars and trucks that we pull 
out of the ditch did not necessarily get there be-
cause of road conditions as much as the fact that 
the tires on the vehicle were in bad shape.  Take 
charge of the safety of yourself and your family 
by keeping your tires in top condition! 
 

Tire Doctor (Continued from page 1) 

Have you ever heard someone say, “It  seems like I’m always running on fumes, but I just can’t 
afford to fill up.”  Think again warns the Car Care Council. 
Maybe you can’t afford not to keep the tank at least half full. 
There’s a risk in running on empty.  The reason:  on a fuel injected vehicle the fuel pump, 
mounted inside the gas tank, is cooled by the gasoline that surrounds it.  Insufficient gas in the 
tank can allow the pump to overheat.  Further, if the fuel filter is dirty the pump works harder to 
move the gasoline from the tank to the engine.  More work, more amperage, more heat and 
more wear on the fuel pump. 
The bad news is that in hot weather, when gasoline returns to the tank from the hot entire 
(these systems continuously reticulate fuel between the tank and the engine) its cooling 
capability is diminished, further shortening the life of the pump. 
Replacing a fuel pump on the typical car can cost $500 or more.  All of this adds up to two 
valuable bits of advice:  gas up when the gauge shows half full and change the fuel filter 
according to manufacturers specifications. 
Reason number two not to run near empty, of course, is to reduce the danger of running out of 
gas.  How can you be sure you won’t be stalled in traffic with the engine running and the gauge 
on “E”? 
Reason number three is to prevent contamination from getting into the gas line.  Condensation 
of moisture in the air in the gas tank causes an accumulation of water.  Because water is 
heavier than gasoline, it settles to the bottom of the tank, entering the gas line and eventually 
working its way to the lowest point in the fuel system.  Whatever moisture or sediment may be 
in the tank is more likely to be drawn into the system when the tank is nearly empty.  That can 
cause the entire to run poorly or to stall out completely. 
So remember to keep your tank full—running on empty can cause damage. 
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Congratulations!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B e s t wishes 
to one of our technicians, Dennis 
Chase & his beautiful bride Julie.  
They were married on July 13.  We 
wish Dennis and Julie a happy 
marriage. 



 

Year after year, more vehicles fail inspection in National Car Care Month check 
lanes because of low or dirty engine oil than any other discrepancy.  The Council is promoting 
improved maintenance habits not only checking, but also changing oil when the service is due.  
It could save money and inconvenience in the long run.  Dirty oil does more than accelerate 
wear of precision engine parts.  It also can turn to thick sludge, clogging oil passages and 
preventing lubrication from reaching bearings, pistons and valve guides.  An engine under 
stress, such as when towing a trailer, needs clean oil for lubrication and for cooling. 
In addition to lubricating and cooling, oil acts as a cleaning agent.  But when it’s dirty and the 
filter is loaded with contaminants, none of the above can be accomplished.  Dirty oil is one 
reason you’ll hear tapping sounds from an engine, coming from a valve lifter.  It’s either worn 
by dirty or insufficient oil or hampered by fine particles of grit in its microscopic passages. 
Remember too that the term “severe service” shown in many owner’s manuals, refers to the 
little old lady who uses her car only to drive to church on Sunday as much as the family that 
tows a big boat or trailer.  The little old lady’s stop and go driving and short trips can take their 
toll on a car. 
Another benefit of timely lube, oil and filter service is that our technicians have an opportunity 
to find discrepancies lurking under the hood or under the vehicle. There’s a big payoff in 
discovering a leaking brake cylinder, for example, before it results in total failure of the braking 
system.  A seeping shock absorber or power steering component might show up only when the 
car is on a lift for routine service.  As the Car Care Council says, “It’ll save you down the road.” 
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Two bowling teams, one of all Blondes and one of all 
Brunettes, charter a double-decker bus for a weekend 
trip to Louisiana. The Brunette team rode on the bottom 
of the bus, and the Blonde team rode on the top level.  
The Brunette team down below really whooped it up, 
having a great time, when one of them realized she 
hadn't heard anything from the Blondes upstairs.  She 
decided to go up and investigate.  When the Brunette 
reached the top, she found all the Blondes in fear, 
staring straight ahead at the road, clutching the seats in 
front of them with white knuckles.  The brunette asked, 
'What the heck' is going on up here? We're having a 
great time downstairs!'  One of the Blondes looked up at 
her, swallowed hard and whispered..    'Yeah, but 
you've got a driver!'  
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If you own a 1996 or newer car, make sure your gas 
cap is tightened all the way.  Failing to do so will cause 
the “check engine” light to go on.  We then need to 
reset your car’s computer.  This can be avoided by 
making sure your gas cap is on correctly.  Also, turn 
your car off when fueling!  If you don’t, this could 
cause the check engine light to come on too! 



 

Oil Change 
Special 

 
· Change engine oil (up to 5 

qts standard oil) 
· Replace oil filter (standard) 
· Top off fluids 
· 22 point confidence 

inspection 
· Rotate tires (as needed) 
 

Save $5  
 

Call Al Huss’ Auto at 
788-3308 

For an appointment 
 

 
 
 

Offer expires 9/30/2008 
May not be combined with other offers 

$50 in FREE Gas 
 
 
Receive a $50 Kwik Trip gas 
card with the purchase of 4 
Michelin  or BF Goodrich tires. 
(*tires must be purchased, 
mounted and balanced at Al 
Huss’ Auto) 

 

Call Al Huss’ Auto at 
788-3308 

For an appointment 
 
 

Offer expires 9/30/2008 
May not be combined with other offers 

Back to School 
Special 

 
Keep your car on the road and 
make sure it’s trustworthy! 

Save $20 off any service 
work over $150. 
 

 
 
 

Call Al Huss’ Auto at 
788-3308 

For an appointment 
 
 
 
 
 

Offer expires 9/30/2008 
May not be combined with other offers 
 

Al Huss’ Auto, LLC 
W2074 Lau Road 
Kaukauna, WI 54130 
920-788-9434 


