
������������	�� �

Issue 22 Winter 2007 

 

 


��
��������		
�  

Preventive maintenance : All of our newsletters center 
around it.  We try to emphasize the importance of oil 
changes, ignition system overhauls (also known as tune-
ups), what’s the best gas for your car and more.  We can 
not stress enough how vital preventive maintenance is to 
extending the life and reliability of your vehicle.  What 
are the consequences of postponing maintenance?  
Many parts on your vehicle are interrelated.  Ignoring 
maintenance can lead to trouble: specific parts, or an 
entire system, can fail.  Neglecting even simple routine 
maintenance, such as changing the oil or coolant, can 
lead to poor fuel economy (and we all should be 
concerned with that!), unreliability, or a costly 
breakdown. Read on for some helpful hints to keep your 
car in tip top shape! 

Did you know that we can honor your extended 
warranty on your new or used vehicle?  We can 
cover almost every plan there is except for a 
manufacturer’s warranty.  When you are looking at 
a new or used vehicle, something to consider 
when purchasing an extended warranty is that the 
earlier you purchase your warranty, the less 
expensive it is.  This is just like life insurance.  The 
older a person is, the more expensive the 
insurance.  As your vehicle ages and accrues 
mileage, the price for protection rises.  Prices may 
also increase due to increasing labor and parts 
prices.  So, it simply makes sense to lock in 
today’s low prices and protect yourself from 
tomorrow’s rising repair rates. 

When you bring in your vehicle for warranty work, 
simply give us your warranty paperwork and we’ll 
take care of calling in the claim and arranging for 
payment. 

So think of us the next time you need warranty 
work done, we’re here to help you! 

Extended Warranty  

Yes We Can! Over 70 percent of motorists admit that they did not 
have their cars winterized in preparation for cold 
weather, according to a survey conducted by the Car 
Care Council.  It’s not too late to prepare your vehicle 
for harsh winter weather.  The council recommends 
the following tasks be performed:  Check the coolant 
(antifreeze); change oil every 3,000 miles; check the 
battery and exhaust system; be certain the heater and 
defroster are working properly; keep the gas tank at 
least half full; check tire tread depth and tire pressure; 
check to see that lights work and headlights are 
properly aimed; and replace wiper blades every six 
months. 

Winter only magnifies existing problems like pings, 
hard starts, sluggish performance or rough idling, so 
make certain the engine is in peak condition.  Check 
the cooling system, too.  Coolant should be flushed 
and refilled every 2 years.  The battery and exhaust 
system are other “must check” items.  These should be 
examined using professional equipment.  Make certain 
the heater/defroster are working properly and keep the 
gas tank at least half full.  In addition to staying ready 
for the road, a full fuel tank decreases the chances of 
moisture forming in the gas lines and possibly freezing. 

Finally, in the case of an emergency, even the most 
meticulously maintained vehicle can develop problems 
on the road, especially during inclement weather.  
That’s when an emergency kit is a good idea.  Pack 
items that would be needed if you got stranded for 
several hours.  Make sure you include: an ice scraper, 
windshield de-icer, whisk broom, flashlight, blanket, 
extra clothes, candle/matches, bottled water, snacks, 
and a cell phone & charger.  Better to be safe than 
sorry. 

Get Ready for Winter 
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There are so many different types of batteries 
available today, it is hard to know which one is 
going to be dependable on cold mornings, or if 
you leave your lights on over night.  One thing 
you need to consider is the age and condition of 
your battery.  We test your battery during each 
oil change for freshness and CCA (cold cranking 
amps).  We also check for any corrosion on the 
battery posts.  If your battery test weak or there 
is excessive corrosion we suggest that you buy 
a new one before the old one fails.  This could 
easily save you the cost of a tow or repair bill.  
Another thing you need to consider is value, not 
just price.  The old adage “you get what you pay 
for” can be very true for batteries.  Beware of 
products that display only ratings like Hot Crank-
ing Amps (HCA) or Cranking Amps (CA).  These 
products are tested at higher temperatures so 
the resulting numbers seem higher.  Today’s 
automotive industry’s starting requirements are 
based on a CCA rating.  CCA (cold cranking 
amps) is critical for good cranking ability while 
Reserve Capacity is important because it helps 
to power the vehicle’s electrical system in the 
event of alternator failure.  CCA shows the bat-
tery’s ability to deliver its rated amps for 30 sec-
onds at 0 degrees F.  Reserve Capacity (RC) 
tells you the battery’s “staying power”.  So the 
next time you start your car, think about how 
reliable your battery is—will it Power Fast for 
you?  We sell and install 
Interstate Batteries—the 
right battery to start with! 

What is your Battery’s  

Life Expectancy? 

Things you Auto Know 
¨ Antifreeze contains chemicals that do more than protect your 

cooling system from overheating or freezing. It lubricates the 
water pump, and  most good antifreeze contains anti-corrosive 
chemicals. 

¨ Antifreeze is added to your radiator.  Antifreeze keeps your 
radiator fluid from freezing when it is very cold. 

¨ Radiators should be flushed every one to two years in order to 
maintain peak system performance. 

One morning a husband returns after several 
hours of fishing and decides to take a nap.  
Although not  familiar with the lake, his wife 
decides to take the boat out.   
She motors out a short distance, anchors, and 
reads her book.  
Along comes a Game Warden in his boat. He 
pulls up alongside the woman and says, "Good 
morning, Ma'am. What are you doing?" 
"Reading a  book," she replies, (thinking, "Isn't 
that obvious?")         
"You're in a restricted fishing area," he     
informs her.  "I'm sorry, officer, but I'm            
n o t  f i s h i n g ,  I ’ m  r e a d i n g . ”                                    
"Yes, but you have all the equipment. For all I 
know you could start at any moment. I'll have 
to take you in and write you up." 
"If you do that, I'll have to charge you with 
sexual assault," says the woman. 
"But I haven't even touched you,"                  
s a y s  t h e   g a m e  w a r d e n . 
"That's true, but you have all the equipment. 
For all I know you could start at  any moment." 
The game warden replied, "Have a nice day 
ma'am," and he left. 

Some Fishing Humor... 
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Change These As Follows: 
Every 3,000 miles   ~  Engine Oil 

Every 12,000 miles ~ Wiper Blades 

Every 24,000 miles ~ Antifreeze/Coolant 

Every 45,000 miles ~ Fuel Injection Maintenance,  

           Serpentine Belt 

Every 50,000 miles ~ Transmission Flush 

Every 75,000 miles ~ Struts & Shocks, Timing Belt 

 

*See your owner’s manual for your vehicle’s entire 
maintenance schedule. 

 

Summer may be over, fall a distant memory,  but 
a change of season doesn’t mean you should 
change good habits when it comes to taking 
proper care of your tires. 

When outside temperatures begin to drop, tires 
should be checked at least once a month because 
cold weather reduces your tire’s inflation pressure.  
Driving on underinflated tires causes tire tread to 
wear faster and unevenly.  Irregular tire wear can 
often be corrected by rotating your tires.  After 
rotation, each tire’s air pressure is adjusted to the 

appropriate level for its new location.  
Your tires were designed to give you 
many thousands of miles of excellent 
service.  But you must take good 
care of them in order to get optimum 
mileage. 

Take Care of Your Tires and 

They will take you where you 
need to go! 

FYI—Dirty engines don’t come from fuel—
dirty engines come from dirt in the air and not 
changing your oil regularly.  So, remember to 
have regular oil changes and have your air 
filter replaced. 

Smart Buying Essentials: 

Keeping your Old Car 

OK, you’ve done your homework.  You’ve 
studied charts, compared your choices, and now 
you are ready to buy a new car.  All you need to 
do is get rid of your old clunker and purchase 
the car of your dreams.  Hold on for just a 
minute. 

You probably have a list of reasons to buy a 
new car.  Reasons that might include the 
newest safety features, modern styling, or 
perhaps you need a larger vehicle to fit your 
growing family.  These are just a few; the list 
goes on and on.  Still, with the good reasons to 
buy a new car, there is a very compelling one to 
consider holding on to the old car: COST! 

Taking a purely left-brain, economic 
approach, keeping your old car could save 
you thousands of dollars.  It is true that older 
cars generally cost more to maintain, but in 
other respects, older vehicles are cheaper to 
own and operate.  For one thing, your used 
vehicle won’t depreciate as much.  Vehicles lose 
most of their value during the first five years of 
their lives, and this depreciation is the major 
cost of owning a new one.  Buy a new vehicle 
and you can look forward to losing thousands as 
soon as you drive it off the dealer’s lot. OUCH! 

Then there’s insurance.  Insurance rates are 
likely to be lower on your used car.  You may 
want to consider raising the deductible on the 
collision portion of your premium.  Or if you car 
is quite old, possibly even dropping collision 
insurance altogether.  You’d be foolish not to 
have collision insurance on a new vehicle. 

Chances are you have paid off your loan or at 
least, are close to making your final payment.  
Freedom from car payments is one of life’s nicer 
pleasures.  Buy a new vehicle, and unless 
you’re rolling in cash, you’ll be facing several 
years more of monthly loan payments.  Taken 
together, the savings from keeping your old car 
could easily outweigh 
the costs of any 
additional maintenance 
and repairs that it might 



 

 

Al Huss’ Auto, LLC 

W2074 Lau Road 

Kaukauna, WI 54130 

920-788-3308 

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR ! 
THIS IS OUR CHRISTMAS PRESENT TO YOU! 

SAVE $25* OFF ANY SERVICE OVER $150! 

CALL AL HUSS’ AUTO TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT  788-3308 

OFFER EXPIRES 1/31/2008 

*CAN NOT BE  COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS , USED TOWARDS OIL CHANGES OR TIRES 

Coolant Special  
¨ Check thermostat function 

¨ Pressure test cooling system for leaks 

¨ Flush engine, radiator & heater core 

¨ Bring antifreeze to –35* 

¨ Balance coolant pH level between 9.8 and 10.5 

¨ Visually inspect radiator cooling fan for operation 

¨ Visually inspect heater operation 

¨ Antifreeze extra 

$99.99 Value 

$69.95 Special Price 
*Cooling system service is a preventive maintenance service.  It is 
not a repair for an overheating problem. 

Call Al Huss’ Auto for an appointment 

788-3308 

Offer expires 1/31/2008 

Winterizing Special  
¨ Drain & fill engine oil (up to 5 qts standard oil) 

¨ Replace oil filter (standard filter) 

¨ Check tire pressure & tread depth 

¨ Check & top off fluids 

¨ Check belts & hoses 

¨ Check wipers (replacement extra) 

¨ Check battery 

¨ Check coolant 

¨ Check & align headlights (as needed) 

$69.95 Value 

$39.95 Special Price 
Call Al Huss’ Auto for an appointment 

788-3308 

Offer expires 1/31/2008 


