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As we enter a new year it makes me feel a little philosophical. 2005 was a year filled with many happy days and
unfortunately some bad ones too. We saw some great people leave us, gas prices go on a roller coaster ride that
rivals any coaster at Six Flags, and some incredible natural disasters that we hope to never experience again! |
have received an e-mail blessing that I'm sure many of you have also read but | feel some of it bears repeating. If
you have food in your refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof overhead and a place to sleep, you are richer than
75% of the world. If you have money in the bank, in your wallet and spare change in a dish somewhere, you are
among the top 8% of the world’s wealthy. If you woke up with more health than illness this morning you are more
blessed than the million who will not survive this week. If you can attend a church service or meeting without fear of
harassment, torture or arrest you are more blessed than 3 billion people in the world. If you have never experienced
the danger of battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of torture, or the pangs of starvation, you are ahead of
500 million people in the world. If you can read this message you are more blessed than over 2 billion people in the
world who can't read at all. 1 don’t mean to sound preachy, | would just like us all to remember how truly fortunate we
are right here , right now . We all have our problems, but we also have so many wonderful things in our lives that we
need to be truly thankful for. Let’s stop looking at what we don’t have, what someone else has wishing we could have
it too, and be thankful for the opportunities we have and what we can do to make this life we are living the best it can
be. Have a happy, healthy and prosperous 2006!

Let's look at the

How do | Know, When... Happens , and What Ifs?
of owning a car

What does the thermostat do
and what happens if it fails?

My oil pressure warning light is
on. What should | do?

DON'T IGNORE IT. An oail pressure warning
light means one of two things: either your
engine has dangerously low oil pressure, or the
oil pressure sending unit that triggers the
warning light has failed. The question here is
whether you have a serious problem or a minor

The thermostat’s job is pretty simple, but
extremely important. It regulates the engine’s
operating temperature. It does this by
restricting the flow of coolant from the engine
back to the radiator. The thermostat is a valve
that is held shut by spring tension. A wax filled

thermal element in the thermostat opens the
valve. As the engine begins to warm up and
the coolant gets hot, the wax inside the sealed
element expands and pushes the thermostat
valve open. The opening of the thermostat
allows coolant to circulate through the engine
and cooling system. As the temperature of the
coolant begins to drop, the wax element cools

(Continued on page 2)

one.

First, do not keep driving if the oil warning light
is on or your oil pressure gauge has dropped.
Stop the engine, let it sit for a few minutes,
then check the oil level. Is the level low? If the
oil level is down more than two quarts or no oil
is showing on the dipstick, adding oil to bring
the level back up to the full mark may be all

(Continued on page 3)
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off and contracts allowing the thermostat to
partially or fully close. By cycling open and
shut a relatively constant operating
temperature is maintained.

The thermostat is pretty simple and rarely
causes problems, but when it fails the results
can be disastrous. The worst case scenario is
when the thermostat sticks shut, which can
happen if the wax element has been damaged
by previous overheating, corrosion or age. If it
sticks shut, it will block the circulation of
coolant between the engine and radiator
causing the engine to overheat.

If the thermostat fails to close, which can
happen if the sensing element binds up, the
return spring breaks or a piece of rust or debris
jams it open, the constant flow of coolant
through the thermostat will prevent the engine
from reaching normal operating temperature.
This can cause poor drivability in cold weather,
a sharp increase in fuel consumption, little or
no heater output, and accelerated blow by and
ring and cylinder wear.

Blondes Shouldn’t Drive...

car and cut up her leather seats.

How often should | change
my fuel filter?

For high mileage vehicles, replacing the fuel
filter annually for preventative maintenance is a
good idea for two reasons. By the time a
vehicle is six or seven years old, there can be a
fair amount of rust and debris in the fuel tank.
Rust can be formed by moisture and
condensation, and debris can get into your tank
anytime you add fuel. So changing it on a
periodic basis can help minimize the risk of
plugging. Most newer vehicles do not have a
specified interval for replacing the fuel filter, but
any filter can plug up if enough rust or debris
gets sucked into the fuel inlet.

Gasoline is supposed to be filtered at the
pump, but sometimes it isn’t. The fuel you put
in your tank could also be contaminated with
water from leaky underground tanks,
improperly mixed alcohol blends, or even
watered-down by an unscrupulous operator
who's trying to make a fast buck. So there are
no guarantees.

Replacing the filter periodically for preventative
maintenance is simply insurance that reduces
the risk of it plugging up.
Given enough time, every
filter will eventually reach
the end of its service life.
Even the filter in a brand
new car is at risk if itBE
happens to get a dirty tank

of fuel.

A blonde had just gotten a new sports car and was out for a drive when she cut
off a truck driver. He motioned for her to pull over. When she did, he got out of
his truck and pulled a piece of chalk from his pocket. He drew a circle on the
road and told the blonde to stand in the circle and not move. He then went to her

When he turned around she had a slight grin on her face, so he said, “Oh, you think that’'s funny.”
Watch this. He gets a baseball bat out of his truck and breaks every window in her car. When he turns
and looks at her she has a smile on her face. He is getting really mad. He gets his knife back out and
slices all her tires. Now she’s laughing. The truck driver is really starting to lose it. He goes back to his
truck and gets a can of gas, pours it on her car and sets it on fire. He turns around and she is laughing
so hard she is about to fall down. “What's so funny?” The truck driver asked the blonde. She replied,
“When you weren't looking | stepped outside the circle 4 times.”
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How often should | change my
wiper blades?

Wiper blades are one of the most neglected
things on vehicles today. Many blades are
cracked, split, torn, brittle, worn or otherwise in
obvious need of replacement. Others may look
okay, but do a lousy job of wiping when put to
the test. Ninety percent of all driving decisions
are based on a clear view of the road, which
means good Vvisibility is absolutely essential.
Good visibility requires wipers that are in good
condition. If the wipers
are chattering, streaking
or otherwise failing to
wipe cleanly and
consistently, you need
new blades— NOW!

Most experts say wiper blades should be
replaced every six to twelve months. Even if
the wipers aren’t used much, they don't last
forever. So if your wipers are chattering,
streaking or doing a lousy job of wiping, it's
probably time for some new ones.

Meet Dennis Chase

We were happy to add Dennis to the

Al Huss’ Auto family this past July.

Dennis grew up in Fremont on his

parent’s farm so he has been a hard

worker all of his life. After graduating with
honors from Weyauwega/Fremont high school
he went to Fox Valley Tech for automotive
repair. After graduation he went to work for a
GM/Honda dealer where he worked for almost
18 years before coming here.

Dennis has a beautiful daughter named Taylor
whom he has custody of. Dennis and his
daughter now live in Appleton. In his free time
Dennis LOVES going to and watching stock car
races—he has been to nearly every NASCAR
track in the United States! He also enjoys
bowling and spending time with his daughter
and his special friend Julie .

The next time you are in to the shop please be
sure to say hello to Dennis, we are sure you
will agree that he is a great addition to the Al
Huss’ Auto family!
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that’s necessary to make the light go out. Just
keep your fingers crossed that you haven't
damaged the engine from running it too low on
oil. If you hear rapping or knocking noises once
the engine starts, you're too late. The damage
is done and now you're stuck with the
consequences.

If your oil level was low, it means your engine is
either leaking oil or burning it. Leaks can be
fixed by finding and replacing leaky gaskets and
seals. But an oil burning problem means the
valve guides, rings and/or cylinders are worn or
damaged and more costly repairs are needed.

If the dipstick shows a full oil level, then low oil
obviously isn't your problem. The oil pressure
may be low because of a worn or broken oil
pump, a plugged oil pickup screen in the
engine’s crankcase, possibly a plugged oil filter
or excessive bearing wear. Or, the oil pressure
may be fine but the oil pressure sending unit
has failed. Further diagnosis will be required to
determine what’s wrong.

Should you attempt to drive your vehicle home
or to the shop? It's risky. There’'s no way of
knowing what’s wrong without checking things
out and you don't want to increase the
probability of further engine damage.

We’'ve made some changes.
Come check them out!

We can't sit still, we're always trying to come up
with ways to serve you better! Some changes
you will notice right away in our shop is that we
got a new desk arrangement in the office and
added another service advisor; her name is
Amy. Please give her a warm welcome the next
time you're in. A change you might not notice
but we hope will improve our service to you is
we have upgraded our computer software. This
should make our estimating process and
paperwork process much quicker, and help our
customer service be even better than it already
is. We appreciate all of you wonderful
customers and want to do whatever we can to
make your visit at Al Huss’ Auto a positive one!
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New Year's Savings : B e
Coupon : : : :
P Full Service Oil Change :
Here is a small gift to show our thanks - . :
for all your patronage and support over - - Change engine oil (up to 5 gts) .
the past year. Have a wonderful new - © . Change oil filter :
year with your family and friends! : . .
: . Lube chassis .
: : - 22 point confidence inspection
Worth $25 towards your © . Consultation about your vehicle
next service at : - Rotate tires (as needed) .

Al Huss’ Auto.

$68.04 $22.95

Call 788-3308 for an appointment Value  Special Price
*Can be transferred to a friend or family. Only
one to a customer, not good with any other

Special, not redeemable for cash, tires or oil . . Call 788-3308 for an appointment
changes. By appointment only, vehicle must be

dropped off.
Expires February 28, 2006 : : Offer expires April 14, 2006

Most cars and light trucks



