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Time, or more specifically our lack of it, is modern America’s fixation.  Our society is obsessed with the quest to cram 
more and more into less and less. We hustle, hurry and hasten to expedite every area of our lives.  We use more 
time-saving devices than any culture on Earth.  Yet, breathless form our rush, we still find the day too short to 
complete all that we’ve intended.  

Is time really in such short supply?  Or have we become a society of “mosquitoes,” always so busy being busy that it 
has distorted our concept of time?  Our society places great importance on time. It’s of such value that we’ve 
developed ways to measure it to exacting precision.  However, although time can be precisely measured, perceiving 
its actual passage is strictly subjective.  Every hour always has 60 minutes.  There are no exceptions.  Still, no two 
hours are ever experienced at the same pace.  Anyone who’s ever sat cringing in a dentist’s chair or listening to a dull 
lecture knows how slowly time can pass.  Participating in activities we enjoy, however, causes us to experience time 
at an accelerated rate.   

We are totally responsible not only for what we do with our time, but for what we allow time to do to 
us.  We cause our own hurry and worry, our own hustle and woe.  Poet Nguyen Tru wrote: “There 
are 36,000 days to a life.  And I have wasted 16,000 on nothing.  Please tell God to set back his 
clock.”  It’s not the clocks that need to be changed—it’s us.  We have as much or as little time as 
we think we have.  Who’s telling you what time it is?   

This piece was printed in Body Shop Business magazine in June 2002. 

How long is one second?  About as long as it took 
to read the last sentence; exactly how long it takes 
to cover an 88 foot stretch of highway at 60 miles 
an hour.  Imagine, at that speed, encountering a 
panic situation that demands immediate braking.  
You may need another second or two-using up at 
least 100 feet-to react to get your foot to the brake 
pedal.  Then, all going well, a few hundred feet 
further down the road your car will come to a stop.          
Depending on reaction time, the type of vehicle and 
several other factors, including the mechanical 
condition of your car, you may have traveled 
several hundred feet from the time you first 
encountered the situation until you’re safely 
stopped.  Not surprisingly, brake failure is the 
leading mechanical cause of highway accidents.  
To heighten consumer awareness about the vital 
vehicle system, try taking this multiple choice brake 
safety quiz. 

1. You feel the brake pedal pulsate as you come to a 
stop.  The reason may be: 

 A.  Worn brake pads 

 B.  Overheated brake fluid 

 C.  Warped front rotors 

2. Your car steers to the right when you apply the 
brakes.  The reason could be: 

 A.  A sticking left front brake caliper 

 B.  Low fluid in the master cylinder 

 C.  A defective parking brake pulley 

3. What is ABS? 

 A.  Air Bag System 

 B.  Anti-Lock Brake System 

 C.  A computer system acronym. 

4. Your brake warning light goes on.  The most 
common trouble could be: 

 A.  A leak in the hydraulic system 

 B.  A leak in the vacuum system  

 C.  Worn brake pads or linings 
Answers on page 3 

Check your Brake I.Q. 
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Spring Showers  

Bring Driving  

Safety Hazards 
Worn out tires and windshield wiper blades are 
symptoms of neglected vehicle maintenance 
that put drivers and passengers at serious risk 
during the typically rainy months of spring.     
Thin tire treads create hazardous driving 
conditions when water builds up on the 
roadway.  Deep tread accommodates 
accumulated water; thin tread does not.  Thin 
tread causes the tire to hydroplane—ride up on 
a film of water, losing contact with the 
pavement, similar to driving on ice.                   
During every routine oil change, we always 
check your tread depth during our inspection.  
The simplest way to check tire tread depth 
yourself is with a penny.  Insert the penny into 
the grooves of the tread.  If you are able to see 
all of Lincoln’s head, the tire needs 
replacement.   

Rainy weather also affects driver visibility.  
Because 90 percent of driving decisions 
depend on good vision, a clean windshield is 
imperative.  Streaking and smearing impair 
vision and are caused by worn windshield 
blades.  Replacing worn wiper blades is easy 
and inexpensive.  Why put it off until there’s a 
downpour and your blades are chattering and 
smearing the windshield? 

Once.  IF the wheels on your vehicle are 
correctly aligned when the vehicle is 
manufactured at the factory, they should not 
change alignment until something is the 
suspension wears out or is damaged.  
Alignment doesn’t change.  The only thing that 
changes it is wear or damage.   

On the other hand, there are valid reasons for 
having the alignment checked periodically: 

· If your tires are wearing abnormally, 
alignment should be checked to find out 
why.  Chances are something is amiss and 
needs to be readjusted or replaced. 

· If you’re buying a new set of tires and want 
to maximize tread life, it’s a good idea to 
have the alignment checked as insurance.  
Considering the high cost of many 
performance tires today, assuring 
maximum tire life with an alignment is 
money well spent. 

· If you’re experiencing any kind of steering 
or handling problem, an alignment check 
may be necessary for diagnostic purposes.  
An important aspect of aligning the wheels 
is performing a preliminary alignment 
inspection of the suspension and steering 
linkage. 

(Continued on page 3) 

How often are 

Alignments needed? 

You may need a “brake job” when your brake linings are worn down to the minimum 
acceptable thickness specified by the manufacturer.  The only way to know if new linings 
are required, therefore, is to have the brakes inspected.  You may also need a brake job 
if you’re having brake problems, such as grabbing, pulling, low or soft pedal, pedal 
vibration, noise, etc., or if some part of your brake system has failed.       
There is no specific mileage interval at which the brakes need to be relined because 
brake wear varies depending on how the vehicle is driven, the braking habits of the 
driver and a dozen other variables.  A set of brake linings that last 70,000 miles or more on a car driven 

(Continued on page 3) 

Are some brake job “specials” really worth it?  Whe n 
do you really  need new brakes? 
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1. (c) is correct.  The wobbling surface of a 
warped brake rotor will cause an uneven or 
pulsating action as you stop. 

2. (a) is correct.  The faulty action of the left 
brake causes stronger braking on the right 
side.  The result, your car wants to dart in 
that direction. 

3. (b) is correct.  ABS is an acronym for anti-
lock braking system.  Anti-lock brakes are 
designed to prevent skidding and help 
drivers maintain steering control during  
emergency stopping situations. 

4. (a) is correct.  When you see your brake 
warning light go on, call us right away to 
find out what’s wrong and have it fixed. 

Answers to Brake I.Q. Quiz 

A woman accompanied her 
husband to the doctor’s office.  
After his checkup, the doctor 
called the wife into his office 
alone. 

He said, “Your husband is suffering from a very 
severe disease, combined with horrible stress. If 
you don’t do the following, your husband will 
surely die.  Each morning, fix him a healthy 
breakfast.  Be pleasant, and make sure he is in 
a good mood.  For lunch, make him a nutritious 
meal he can take to work.  And for dinner, 
prepare an especially nice meal for him.  Don’t 
burden him with chores, as this could further his 
stress.  Don’t discuss your problems with him; it 
will only make his stress worse.  Try to relax 
your husband in the evening by wearing lingerie 
and giving him plenty of backrubs.  Encourage 
him to watch some type of team sporting event 
on television.  And most importantly, make love 
with your husband several times a week and 
satisfy his every whim.  If you can do this for the 
next 10 months to a year, I think you husband 
will regain his health.          
On the way home, the 
husband asked the wife, 
“What did the doctor say?”      
“You’re going to die”, she 
replied. 

A Trip to the Doctor...  

· Wheel alignment is also required when 
certain suspension and steering 
components are replaced.  Alignment is 
also required if the tie rods, tie rod ends, 
idler arm, steering knuckle or steering rack 
have been replaced. 

· Another benefit of having the wheels 
aligned is to assure optimum handling and 
traction for driving safety.  Camber, in 
particular, is a very important angle with 
respect to keeping the tire’s treads in full 
contact with the road.  Tires that lean in or 
out ride on the shoulder (of the tire) and 
reduce traction, cornering ability and tread 
life.  Camber can even affect braking. 

(alignment—Continued from page 2) 

mostly on the highway may last only 30,000 or 
40,000 miles on the same vehicle that is driven 
mostly in stop-and-go city traffic.  As a rule, the 
front brakes wear out before the ones on the 
rear because the front brakes handle a higher 
percentage of the braking load—especially in 
front-wheel drive cars and minivans.  So many 
shops advertise $59.95 brake job “specials” that 
replace the linings on the front brakes only.  
Doing the front brakes only is okay and can 
save you money as long as the rear brakes are 
in good condition.  But if the rear brakes need 
attention, they should be relined too.                
One of the problems with the brake specials you 
see advertised in the newspaper is that the price 
is very misleading.  A person typically goes in 
expecting to spend $59.95 for a brake job, but 
usually ends up spending considerably more 
because the brakes need more than the 
minimum amount of work to restore them to like-
new condition.  The price of a brake job 
depends entirely on the work that needs to be 
performed.  So any advertised special is not a 
firm price, but only an estimate of the least 
amount of money it might cost you to get your 
brakes fixed.  A price should not be quoted until 
after the brakes have been inspected.  Then 
and only then can a accurate determination be 
made of the parts that actually need to be 
replaced. 

(brakes—Continued from page 2) 



 

 

Al Huss’ Auto, LLC 

W2074 Lau Road 

Kaukauna, WI 54130 

920-788-3308 

Alignment 
Special  

 
Save $10.00 

On an Alignment 
(front and/or rear) 

 

Call Al Huss’ Auto at 

788-3308                       
for an appointment 

 
Offer expires 5/31/06 

Wiper Blade 
Special  

Save $2.00 on the 
purchase of a set of 

wiper blades 

 

 

Call Al Huss’ Auto at 

788-3308                 
for an appointment 

 

Offer expires 5/31/06 

Brake Special  

 
Save $10.00 

On a brake job. 
(front and/or rear) 

 

Call Al Huss’ Auto at 

788-3308                       
for an appointment 

 
Offer expires 5/31/06 

Spring Newsletter for: 

Check out these Great Spring Specials! 


