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            Al Huss’ Auto 

       “Under the Hood” 
Better late than never.  Seems to be my mantra of late, but here is your newsletter from Al Huss’ Auto -
finally!  Things have been hopping around here, make sure you stop in and check out the changes and up-
grades.  We are in the process of adding on to our “storage” building, adding services for big trucks.  This 
will be a welcome addition to our fleet customers as we will now be able to service everything from cars to 
large trucks.  As always we are ready to service the vehicles of our customers transporting precious cargo 
like their family and friends.  We take care of your vehicle as if it were our own.  We are looking forward to 
the additions and welcome you to come and see how things are going.  Watch for an open house when all 
work is completed.  We want to thank you for your continued business throughout the past year and know 
that we look forward to working with you in the future! 

Although you may want to get rid of your 
present vehicle in favor of a new car, taking 
better care of your current set of wheels 
may make much more sense in the long 
run—helping you achieve a goal of finan-
cial freedom.            

A new automobile is, for most people, their 
second biggest investment next to a home, 
so a great way to save money and in-
crease financial assets is to hang onto their 
current vehicle rather than buy a new one 
every few years.  Budgeting for and doing 
preventative maintenance on your car is 
one of the best ways to cut your costs and 
keep your car.         

The Car Care Council estimates that more 
than $60 billion in vehicle maintenance and 
repair is not performed every year, evi-
dence that there is considerably more that 
consumers should be doing to protect their 
a u t o m o t i v e  i n v e s t m e n t s .                                                  
Whether it’s an oil change, replacing 

(Continued on page 3) 

Maintaining Present Vehicle 
May Make Financial Sense 
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Get Ready for Winter 

Over 70 percent of motorists admit that they did 
not have their cars winterized in preparation for 
inclement weather, according to a survey con-
ducted by the Car Care Council.  It’s not too late 
to prepare your vehicle for harsh winter weather.  
The council recommends the following tasks be 
performed:  Check the coolant (antifreeze);  
Change oil every 3,000 miles.  Check the battery 
and exhaust system.  Be certain the heater and 
defroster are working properly,  keep the gas tank 
at least half full, check tire tread depth and tire 
pressure,  check to see that lights work and head-
lights are properly aimed,  and replace wiper 
blades every six months. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Winter only magnifies existing problems like 
pings, hard starts, sluggish performance or 
rough idling, so make certain the engine is in 
peak condition.  Check the cooling system, 
too.  Coolant should be flushed and refilled 
every 2 years.  The battery and exhaust sys-
tem are other “must check” items.  These 
should be examined using professional 
equipment.  Make certain the heater/defroster 
are working properly and keep the gas tank 
full.  In addition to staying ready for the road, 
a full fuel tank decreases the chances of 
moisture forming in the gas lines and possibly 
freezing.   

Finally, in the case of an emergency, even 
the most meticulously maintained vehicle can 
develop problems on the road, especially dur-
ing inclement weather.  That’s when an emer-
gency kit is a good idea. Pack items that 
would be needed if you got stranded for sev-
eral hours. Make sure you include: an ice 
scraper, windshield de-icer, whisk broom, 
flashlight, blanket, extra clothes, can-
dle/matches, bottled wa-
ter, snacks, and a cell 
phone & charger.  Better 
to be safe than sorry. 

Get ready for winter (Continued from page 1) 

A typical thermostat con-
sists of an outer body that 
houses a temperature-
sensitive valve that opens 
and closes based off cool-
ant temperature.  Most thermostats oper-
ate completely off coolant temperatures, 
but some cars use computer-controlled 
thermostats that are controlled by the pow-
ertrain control module (PCM).  The ther-
mostat is basically the cooling system’s 
temperature regulator.  When the engine is 
cold, the thermostat stays closed and 
keeps coolant flowing within the engine 
itself.  This helps the coolant in the engine 
to warm quickly.  The warming coolant 
causes the valve in the thermostat to open 
lightly, allowing some of the coolant to flow 
to the radiator and back into the engine.  
As the engine continues to warm, the ther-
mostat opens more in relation to the heat 
of the coolant.  Under normal conditions 
with a fully warmed engine, the thermostat 
will be completely open. 

 
(Continued on page 3) 

A young boy had just gotten his driver’s permit and asked his father, 
a preacher, if they could discuss his use of the car.  His father said, “I’ll make a 
deal with you.  You bring your grades up from a C to a B average, study your 
bible a little, get your hair cut and we’ll talk about the car.”  Well, the boy thought 
about that for a moment and decided that he’d settle for the offer, and they 
made an agreement on it.       After about six weeks they went into the study 
where his father said, “Son, I’ve been real proud.  You brought your grades up, 

and I’ve observed that you have been studying your bible and participating a lot more in the 
bible study groups.  But, I’m real disappointed since you haven’t gotten your hair cut.”  The 
young man paused a moment and then said, “You know, Dad, I’ve been thinking about that, 
and I’ve noticed in my studies of the bible that Samson had long hair, Moses had long hair and 
there’s even a strong argument that Jesus had long hair.”  To this his father replied, “Did you 
also notice that they all walked everywhere they went?” 

The Haircut 

Check out that  

Thermostat—Stat! 
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brakes or new belts and hoses, that peri-
odic repair bill is a drop in the bucket com-
pared to monthly payments on a new car.  
The bottom line is that a properly main-
tained vehicle is safe, more dependable, 
more fuel efficient, less polluting and more 
valuable.  The smartest way to get a solid 
return on investment is to keep your car 
through what we call the ‘Cinderella Era.’  
It’s that period of time after the payoff 
when your car is still in great shape and 
n e e d s  o n l y  m o d e s t  r e p a i r s .                                                    
Figures from Runzheimer International, a 
management consulting firm that meas-
ures travel and living costs, confirms the 
Council’s claims.  Recent figures from a 
Runzheimer study show that trading a ve-
hicle every eight years instead of every 
four can save more than $2481.75 a year 
after the payoff.  That includes repairs and 
maintenance, license, registration, taxes 
and insurance. 

Maintaining Present  Vehicle  
(Continued from page 1) 

Description:  The most common formula-
tion of antifreeze is green in color and uses 
ethylene glycol as a base with anti-
corrosion additives mixed in.  The ethylene 
glycol part of the formula provides a crucial 
anti-freezing characteristics and the addi-
tives deliver the anti-rust and anti-
corrosion capabilities.  DEX-COOL and its 
aftermarket equivalents, is an or-
ange/amber color.  It still uses ethylene 
glycol as a base, but contains a different 
additive package than standard green-
c o l o r e d  a n t i f r e e z e .                                 
Purpose:  When properly mixed, anti-
freeze and water provide excellent anti-
freeze, anti-boil and anticorrosive proper-
ties. 

Maintenance Tips/Suggestions:  Anti-
freeze, when mixed at a 50/50 ratio with 
water, provides excellent anti-freeze, anti-
boil, and anti-corrosive properties.  With 
DEX-COOL, the maximum ratio of anti-
freeze to water is 60/40.  It is best not to 
mix antifreeze types unless absolutely nec-
essary.  All coolants must be diluted with 
water at the proper ratios and should not 
be used full strength.  Full-strength anti-
freeze actually has a lower freeze point 
than when mixed with water.  Generally, 
standard ethylene glycol type antifreeze 
should be changed every two years or 
24,000 miles.  Even though the coolant 
freeze protection may test OK with a hy-
drometer, the additives break down over 
time.  When changing coolant, it also pre-
sents an opportune time to replace bad 
cooling system hoses.  Leaking, brittle, 
spongy, or cracked  hoses should be re-
placed before new antifreeze is installed. 

The thermostat is a critical part of the cooling 
system that can cause various symptoms 
and problems.  A bad thermostat can result 
in low heater output, overheating, poor fuel 
economy, knocking or pinging when acceler-
ating, high idle speed, an electric cooling fan 
that runs continuously, and low temperature 
gauge readings.  To determine whether your 
car’s thermostat is operating properly have 
the cooling system  and thermostat checked 
by one of our qualified service technicians. 

Thermostat (Continued from page 2) What is Antifreeze & 
What does it do? 



 

 

Al Huss’ Auto, LLC 

W2074 Lau Road 

Kaukauna, WI 54130 

920-788-3308 

Fall Newsletter For: 

Coolant Special  
· Check thermostat function 

· Pressure test cooling system for leaks 

· Flush engine, radiator & heater core 

· Bring antifreeze to –35* 

· Balance coolant pH level between 9.8 and 10.5 

· Visually inspect radiator cooling fan for operation 

· Visually inspect heater operation 

· Antifreeze extra 

$89.95 Value                       
$69.95   Special Price  

*Cooling system service is a preventive maintenance 
service.  It is not a repair for an overheating problem. 

Call Al Huss’ Auto for an appointment  
788-3308 

Offer expires 12/31/2006 

Winterizing Special  
· Drain & fill engine oil (up to 5 qts) 

· Replace oil filter (standard filter) 

· Top off fluids 

· Check tire pressure & tread depth 

· Check & top off fluids 

· Check belts & hoses 

· Check wipers (replacement extra) 

· Check battery 

· Check coolant 

· Check tire pressure & tread depth 

· Check & Align headlights (as needed) 

$59.95   Value 

$39.95 Special Price 
Call Al Huss’ Auto for an appointment 

788-3308 

Offer expires 12/31/2006 


